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Introduction

The notion of ethical tourism has arisen as a crucial domain of investigation and
application in modern tourism studies, signifying the growing recognition of
ethical factors in travel. This chapter examines the various aspects of ethical tour-
ism, emphasising its development, fundamental principles, and consequences
for responsible community advancement. Ethical tourism is fundamentally con-
nected to the worldwide dialogue on sustainability, cultural preservation, and
social equality. Over the decades, the focus on incorporating ethics into tourism
has evolved from solely economic advantages to encompass the wider effects on
the environment, local cultures, and social frameworks.

Ethical tourism corresponds with the increasing public awareness of responsi-
ble consumption and sustainable behaviours. The discussion on ethical lifestyles
and choices has infiltrated multiple sectors, including commerce, environmental
preservation, and social equity, and has now become fundamental to tourism
development. The expansion of tourism as a socio-economic phenomenon neces-
sitates scrutiny of its ethical implications by scholars, legislators, and industry
professionals. The swift growth of tourism has sparked considerable discussions
concerning its ethical ramifications, particularly in relation to resource utilisa-
tion, cultural exchanges, and environmental consequences.

This chapter evaluate the historical evolution of ethical tourism and its
core principles. In previous decades, especially prior to the 1990s, the tourism
sector predominantly disregarded ethical problems, concentrating instead on
the economic advantages of travel. The increasing awareness of problems like
overtourism and the exploitation of natural and cultural resources has elevated





